accident involving a healthcare worker) the British PEP guideline is clear, but the same document 1 appears more tentative when it comes to exposure via sexual intercourse. This guidance, from February 2004, is currently being revised, but the British Association for Sexual Health and HIV has lately issued its own advice. That guideline 2 recommends, provided the source individual is known to be HIV positive, PEP where the exposure has been due to receptive or insertive anal or vaginal sex. As with the U.S. guidelines, 3 a further proviso is that the exposure is not more than 72-h old. The indications for PEP are still being debated, and there is the potential to make some impact on prevention. However, any impression on national HIV statistics will be lessened by the simple fact that so many people who are HIV positive are not aware of their status.
